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twenty of them, under the guidance of Everard and
Winstanley, and began to sow parsnips, carrots, and
beans upon St. George's Hill in Surrey. This act was
not only a sincere agricultural effort; it was also the
gesture of the doctrinaire. For it symbolized the
dropping-out of the Diggers from the corrupt society of
the day. Both Levellers and Diggers connected the
destruction of the state of nature and of Natural Law
with the Norman invasion, which indicated to their
^thinking the institution of private property and the
bondage of Common Law. We are not so much con-
cerned, however, with their views of history as with
their contributions to it. And this contribution is
remarkable not so much for the number of their sup-
porters (it was never a popular agitation), but for its
fervour and its tragic isolation. Now for the last time
medievalism speaks out before England and the English
worker fell into the death-like sleep of the eighteenth
century, ' The Digger Movement, although small in
the number of its adherents, was an agrarian revolt
on a surprisingly extensive theoretical basis. It was
as if all the Peasant Wars of the past had suddenly
become articulate. It aimed at making the earth the
common treasury of all. The whole substance of
medieval communism reappeared, but in a rationalist
and sectarian setting/ *
In his written works, chief of which was The Law of
Freedom, published in 1652, Winstanley drives home
the truth that politics, economics, and ethics are one
and the same thing : true that this had been a medieval
commonplace, but in Winstanley's time the fatal
segregation of these three, the ruinous trichotomy of
social philosophy, was at once the popular and the
progressive course. The Levellers had tackled the
1 Beer, History of British Socialism, p. 60.